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Favorite Northern Fishing Places 
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I found all my favourite fishing places 
in the Northwest Territories by accident. 
In fact, I found fishing by accident. 


I flew to Bathurst Inlet, 350 miles north 
of Yellowknife, to use my camera, not a 
rod and reel. My mind was set on mus- 
kox and caribou, wolves and grizzly 

rears. Then | caught my first fish — a 
ixteen-pound Arctic char — and in less 
Jan a minute got hooked on fishing. 


' Bathurst Inlet is the only place | know 
vhere veterans of 2pnyal fishing trips to 
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by Lyn Hancock 


the Arctic are kindergarteners who bring 
back their catches to Show and Tell. My 
companions, Troy 7, Robbie 9 and Tim 
11, had no sooner cast their lures into 
the inlet than screams rent the air. “I've 
got one” rang out in lightning-quick 
succession as the three struggled out of 
the water with three lake trout, ten, twelve 
and fourteen pounders that were almost 
bigger than they were. 

“Okay, Lyn, your turn,” they insisted 
when they regained their breath. “Me? | 
cant fish. I don’t even like them,” | pro- 
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tested, remembering vivid childhood 
traumas of squeezing to the bow as my 
father hauled in slithering piles of flop- 
ping snapper; of running down the street 
in terror as gleeful neighbourhood kids 
chased me with slimy mackerel. Tiny 
Troy pressed a rod in my hands and 
halfheartedly | flung (hardly cast) the lure 
in the water. 

“You've got one!” the trio shouted as 
the line immediately went taut. The next 
sixty seconds were a blur. They said later 
| was totally out of control — screaming 
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HORNADAY RIVER/ 
BATHURST INLET LAKE HAZEN PAULATUK 
How to PWA to Yellowknife, PWA to Resolute, PWA to Inuvik, 
get there charter to charter to charter to 
Bathurst Inlet Lake Hazen Paulatuk 
Most common Arctic char Arctic char Arctic char 
fish lake trout grayling lake trout 
grayling grayling 
Best times August June for an late August to 
organized tour, or late September 
July through August 
for do-it-yourselfers 
Approximate $1350 weekly $2106 eight-day $600 seven-day 
prices package from all-Arctic package package 
Yellowknife from Resolute from Inuvik 
all inclusive 
Address for Glenn and Trish Warner, Skip Voorhees, Tony Green 
further information Box 820, Special InteresTours, Paulatuk, N.W.T. 
Yellowknife, N.W.T. P.O. Box 37 
XOE IHO Medina, Washington 
U.S.A. 98039 
or 
Tom Frook, 


for cameras, straining backwards under 
a rod about to break at the bend, and 
then, unbelievably, landing a 16-pound 
Arctic char. 

Abundance is the best word to de- 
scribe Bathurst Inlet — abundance of 
fish certainly, but also abundance of 
beautiful scenery, delicate flowers, im- 
pressive wildlife, and abundance of his- 
tory and hospitality. If you choose to stay 
at Bathurst Inlet Lodge, an abandoned 
Hudson’s Bay Company Post, you enjoy 
not only the Warners, a family of 
longtime northerners for whom it is a 
retirement project, but also several 
friendly Inuit families for whom Bathurst 
Inlet has always been home. 

Let me share with you other places in 
the Northwest Territories that offer the 
same fabulous fishing but that some- 
thing extra as well to give more value for 
your money. 

Like Lake Hazen on Ellesmere Island 
in the High Arctic just a few hundred 
miles from the Pole. | flew there to play 
golf on a just-constructed nine-hole 
course. But I stayed to fish. 

It was well after midnight when our 
specially equipped Twin Otter from Re- 
solute Bay touched down on the tundra 
at the world’s most northerly private 
camp. Lake Hazen Lodge was a surpris- 
ingly comfortable quonset-type struc- 
ture complete with carpets and chester- 
fields. But what was more surprising was 
the weather. Off came the extra heavy 
down parks | had flown in specially from 
the south to cope with an unexpected 
polar destination and on stayed my 
short-sleeved shirt. Whereas Resolute 
Bay 650 miles to the south is moon-like 
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Kenn Borek Air, 
Resolute Bay, N.W.T. 


in its bleakness, Lake Hazen in summer 
is a warm lush land where early explorers 
registered temperatures of 74 degrees F 
in the shade. Ruggles River that flows 
into the lake an hour's walk from the 
camp is not only famous for its fishing 
but also for the fact that the river never 
freezes. Here at the Top of the World time 
is irrelevant and you can fish around the 
clock bathed in warm sunlight while 
standing beneath a paradise of glaciers. 

Perhaps because Lake Hazen is so 
remote, hardly explored by anyone 
either Inuit or white, the wildlife is still 
curious. One of life’s most memorable 
moments must surely be to look up from 
fishing to find not one but ten pure-white 
tundra wolves pacing towards you — on 
the hunt. You repress a surge of irrational 
fear then to lengthen the moment, you 
howl. Suddenly the wolves stop, carved 
like ivory statues, and ten pairs of eyes 
bore into yours. Then just as suddenly 
the leader of the pack breaks the bond, 
turns, and the line of white follows him 
up a ridge to the skyline and beyond. You 
go back to fishing. 

And another hunt takes place beneath 
your boat. Here at the edge of the ice 
pack a few yards from shore, the water is 
so still, so clear that you see your quarry 
charge out from under the ice, nose the 
lure, nibble a bit then strike. But as you 
reel in you find you are not the only 
hunter. Release one fish and a bigger 
one will follow it. 

If ever you get bored with reeling and 
releasing or reeling and eating, you can 
sit entranced in a canoe listening to the 
tinkling music of the candled ice, watch- 
ing the char as they hang in shadows in 


Different rates 
available for 
different requirements Inuvik (add $78 one 


TROUT LAKE SITIDGI LAKE 

PWA to Fort Simpson, PWA to Inuvik, 

charter to charter to 

Trout Lake Sitidgi Lake 

lake trout lake trout 

walleye/pickerel grayling 

northern pike northern pike 

whitefish whitefish 

between June June, mid-August 

through September through September, 
October through 
December for ice- 
fishing 


$75 a day exclusive 
of charter from 


way for four passengers) 


Trout Lake Andy Mcinnes 
Indian Lodge Box 1332 
Box 89, Inuvik, N.W.T. 
Fort Simpson, XOE OTO 
N.W.T. 


the deep blue water, serene in the know- 
ledge that this is one fishing hole that is 
literally almost out of this world. And of 
course you can always leave your canoe 
for the golf course on shore. 

For the fisherman who wants even 
more, Special InteresTours and Kenn 
Borek Air run an eight-day Arctic Char 
Fishing Trip in June. Their incredible 
itinerary includes not only Lake Hazen 
but day trips to the larger sea-run char of 
Creswell Bay on east Somerset Island 
and Koluktoo Bay on northwest Baffin 
Island and to the huge twenty-five to 
thirty pound lake trout of Hall Lake on 
Melville Peninsula. Crisscrossing the 
Arctic like this from west to east and 
from south to north gives you the addi- 
tional excitement of flying over the most 
spectacular scenery in the world (Elles- 
mere and Baffin Islands) and landing at 
unique, almost inaccessible places of in- 
terest (Beechey Island, Eureka weather 
station, Grise Fiord, Arctic Bay and Pond 
Inlet). Although | discovered such places 
myself accidentally while riding cargo 
one summer on bush planes, I recom- 
mend the eight-day organized tour. That 
way you are sure to find time for fishing. | 
was out of film, out of breath, and always 
out of sleep. 

| went to Paulatuk, a tiny Inuit settle- 
ment on the shores of the Arctic Ocean 
at Darnley Bay to meet the people. Once 
again | stayed to fish. This self-reliant 
community of about a hundred people is 
the home of Bertha Ruben, mother of 17 
and fives times winner of the Gooc 
Woman Contest at Northern Games; he) 
sons, Abraham Anghik, David and Wil- 
liam Ruben, artists and carvers par excel 
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lence; and Father de Hurtevent, an Ob- 
late missionary who has been living with 
the Paulatuk Inuit since 1929. 

Paulatuk, meaning “lots of soot” for its 
proximity to the coal that once fuelled its 
Roman Catholic mission, is as distinctive 
in its setting as its people. Asoutherner is 

‘struck at once by its sandy beaches and 
dunes, more reminiscent of a seaside 
resort in Australia than the Arctic. 

It was the children who introduced me 
to fishing in Paulatuk. | was sitting by my 
tent beside a little lake a hundred yards 
from the village and making plans to 
take pictures when they arrived. Bobby, 
James and Hank had rods without lures 


and pipes without tobacco. So saying 
little in typical Inuit fashion, we drank tea 
and traded. | gave them lures and to- 
bacco; they walked me around the lake 
and showed the best places for trout. 
And when | crashed in my sleeping bag 
somewhere around three in the morning 
they continued to fish silently beside tthe 
tent. | awoke about six to find them gone 
but a couple of breakfast trout lay on the 
grass beside the tent flap. 

If you fly to Paulatuk about the end of 
August to the end of September you can 
fish beside the whole village. This is the 
time when the char run back from the 
ocean to the rivers and streams. The 


spoken here. 


At Northland Bank, we're growing. Fast. 


We're growing because we saw a need. We 
recognized a sound business opportunity - 
Western Canadian business people needed 
a bank of their own. One that had the 
imagination to see the potential in business 
ideas and the capital to help put those 
ideas to work. So we built that bank 
. . .because we're business people too. 


Call us. Talk to us. At Northland Bank, 
we speak your language. 


Northland Bank 


A Canadian Chartered Bank. 
Vancouver ® Calgary * Edmonton ® Regina ¢ Saskatoon ® Winnipeg 
Executive offices: Calgary, Alberta. 
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people congregate in their tents along 


the shelf-like banks of the Hornaday 
River about eight miles from the settle- 
ment in order to net and dry char for the 
coming winter. The Hunters and Trap- 
pers Association runs a tent camp for 
tourists further upriver for fishermen 
who want more privacy. Here you can 
haul in char as well as catch grayling and 
whitefish. 

Side adventures to this fishing trip 
may well be the thrill of getting there. 
Fred Thrasher decided to take me to the 
Hornaday fish camp at midnight. When | 
protested that the light would not be 
good for photography he said calmly, 
“The tide is right — now.” | soon saw 
what he meant. The delta of the Horna- 
day River extends for miles out from the 
shoreline and you need an expert to 
guide you across the bay, past the sand 
spits, and through the right channel to 
the river bank. | wished for an aerial shot 
when we grounded and Fred hopped 
overboard to rock the boat off bottom 
and line us out to deeper water. There he 
stood ankle deep amid a vast ocean of 
water and ice. 

The water in the river is usually too 
shallow tc navigate upstream so most 
fishermen tie up the boat and take a 


- tundra walk of less than an hour to the 


tent camp. My particular bonus was to 
watch two prize caribou still in the velvet 
grazing at sunrise beside a gravel bar. 

At first glance and from afar, the 
tundra stretching limitless to the horizon 
looks barren. At closer quarters it teems 
with life. ‘Dicky’ birds like redpolls, 
warblers and sparrows flit from plant to 
plant, golden plovers scurry from under 
your feet, eider ducks flush in front of 
you, jaegers hover above. Hiking the 
tundra with the people for whom it is 
home in a land of caribou, muskox, 
grizzly, wolves and the ubiquitous sik siks 
(ground squirrels) is an experience that 
is as unforgettable as the fishing. 

Trout Lake Indian Lodge, a forty-five 
minute flight by bush plane southwest of 
Fort Simpson is well below the Arctic 
Circle in the subarctic boreal forest but it 
offers many of the same advantages as 
Paulatuk. It has sandy beaches reminis- 
cent again of Australia and the company 
of a small group of friendly natives who 
are willing to share their way of life. At 
Trout Lake you trade the tundra for the 
pine forests and spruce-clumped mus- 
keg; a tent camp for cabins of shiny 
peeled logs. The Lodge itself is about the 
same distance from the village as the 
Hornaday camp is from Paulatuk but in- 
stead of boating across a shallow delta 
and trudging the tundra, you hike a gol- 
den beach at the edge of pinewoods. 
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The one constant, as in all these 
places off the beaten track, is the cer- 
tainty of catching fish. 

Twice | have set down on the Trout 
Lake sandspit, once by boat on a hot 
summer day in July and again by float 
plane on a wild stormy night in late Au- 
gust. Each time | cast, irrespective of the 
weather, there was an answering bite 
and the cook couldn't keep up to the 
catch. I stood on that spit in a gale, thun- 
der clapping and lightning flashing, with 
sand blowing in my eyes and waves 
crashing over my boots and — still 
caught fish! 

Like the Inuit of Paulatuk, the Slavey 
Indians of Trout Lake are self reliant and 
live their year on the land: hunting beaver 
in spring, moose in fall and fish in all 
seasons. Winter is trapline time. Neither 
community has the usual white man’s 
conveniences like nursing stations, post 
offices, police stations and banks. Trout 
Lake has even less amenities than 
Paulatuk. But in both communities lack 
of civilization is more than compensated 
for by a gracious, hospitable people who 
are anxious to please and are honoured 
if you take an interest in their way of life 
— as you fish. 

If you don't want to get too far away for 
too long from the white man’s world, try 
ust thirty-two air 


Sitidgi Lake Lodge j 
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miles east of Inuvik. As at Lake Hazen 
you can catch fish just by standing on 
shore a few yards from your door. You 
don't even need a guide. But if you want 
to meet a man who, although not Inuit or 
Indian, is a longtime northerner then 
chat to the owner of Sitidgi, Andy Mcln- 
nes. He is a friendly but unassuming 
man who has hunted, trapped and 
fished the Mackenzie Delta all his life. 
Son of an RCMP officer, McInnes was a 
small child when he arrived in Aklavik by 
paddlewheeler. Since then he has beena 
reindeer herder, a guide for museum 
collectors, a game warden and a car- 
penter. In winter Sitidgi Lake Lodge 
doubles as his trapper’s cabin. 

Sitidgi is named for an Indian word 
meaning “big fish ... monster,” an apt 
description for the size of the grayling, 
northern pike and lake trout caught 
there. One guest hooked a fifty-two 
pounder. The story goes that the Indians 
are scared to travel across the lake in 
winter because the trout are so big they 
nose through the ice to get at the dogs. 
And the losh (ling cod) are so big that 
hind quarters of caribou are needed to 
bait the line and whole families are 
needed to pull in the fish. 

I think I believe them. I flew to Sitidgi in 
July which, according to McInnes, is the 
worst month for fishing. Yet the great 
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Ne wonder with every air- 
line having its ewn fare 
at different times and 
differemé rufes te aiffer- 
en¢ places. 


Weil, Mariin Travel Can Fieip! Because Mariin 
Travel represents all airlines. Our professional con- 
sultants will determine which fare and routing best 
suits your needs, make your reservations and issue 
your tickets for the same price as the airlines. 
Also, we're more than happy to make your hotel 
and u-drive reservations free of charge. 


Offices throughout Western Canada 


Travel Servi 


northern pike, coming down the creek to 
spawn in the lake were literally beating 
the water at our door. McInnes had 
caught and released thirty of the biggest 
ones before breakfast. 

Such scenes are commonplace in the 
NWT. At Sitidgi while you are catching 
the big ones, Arctic terns are diving all 
around you for the little ones. A ptarmi- 
gan skitters along the beach at your feet 
and a family of old squaws takes off from 
a nest at your back. A few yards from 
where you are reeling and releasing, a 
weasel stretches his head above the 
grass and stares curiously. 

As an added bonus McInnes will take 
you to a low flat island seven miles out in 
the lake where several species of birds 
are nesting. Whether you want to fish or 
watch birds, the plti’s casual at Sitidgi. 
You can fly in for a day or a week; you can 
come by yourself or come in a group; 
you can fish at your tent flap or go out on 
the lake or upriver. You can be by your- 
self or you can listen and learn from 
Andy McInnes. 

You can fish almost anywhere, but 
places such as Bathurst Inlet, Lake Ha- 
zen, Hornaday River, Trout Lake and 
Sitidgi Lake provide not only fish in 
abundance but that something extra to 
make fishing experiences even more 
memorable. O 
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Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding from 
University of Alberta Library 


https://archive.org/details/favouritenortherOOhanc 


NORTHERN FISH AND HOW TO CATCH THEM 


ARCTIC CHAR 

Has the most northerly distribution of 
any freshwater fish. Like the rainbow tr- 
out, it may be anodromous and spend 
part of its life in the Arctic Ocean or it 
may be landlocked in a freshwater lake. It 
can be caught by casting, spinning or 
trolling. Best hardware lures are large 
wobblers like the red devil. Fly fishers are 
successful with streamers tied on size 
four or six hooks. Bathurst Inlet Lodge 
recommends a twelve pound test line, 
because char are noted rod and line 
breakers, and lures such as a Len 
Thompson “potato bug,” five of 
diamonds, Nebco Dixie. The average 
size char is between five to seven 
pounds. Fifteen-pounders are common 
in some rivers. The largest caught was 
over thirty pounds. Arctic char is famous 
for being a fighting fish and is a culinary 
delicacy. 
LAKE TROUT 

An almost entirely freshwater fish. In 
the Arctic they are found in almost all 
streams and lakes. They can be caught 
by trolling, casting or spinning large 
wobblers, or by flyfishing with streamer 
flies. Thirty to forty pounders are com- 
mon; the record was a sixty-five pound 
lunker from Great Bear Lake. 
ARCTIC GRAYLING 

Found in lakes but especially in 
streams in the central and western Arc- 
tic. It is especially exciting when caught 
on dry flies size ten or twelve in fast water. 
It may also be taken on wet flies and on 
small wobblers or spinners. The North- 
west Territories Wildlife Service recom- 
mends flies such as the Par Bell, Black 
Gnat, Silver Doctor, Gray and Brown 
Hackles, and Light and Dark Cahils on a 
number ten or twelve hook. Average 
grayling weigh between one and two 
pounds, but the world record was a 


five-pounder from the Great Slave Lake 
area. 
GREAT NORTHERN PIKE 

Found generally in shallow waters of 
lakes and streams throughout the 
Northwest Territories, especially the 
drainage systems of the Mackenzie River 
and the Great Slave Lake area. Most 
northern residents are too busy catching 
lake trout to keep great northern pike but 
southern anglers will appreciate their 
abundance and easy facility for a quick 
meal. They can be caught by trolling or 
casting with any large lure, especially red 
and white spoons. Average pike weigh 
between five and fifteen pounds, but 
many thirty and forty pounders have 
been taken. 
WALLEYE OR PICKEREL 

Plentiful in small lakes and streams 
around Hay River and Yellowknife. They 
are easiest to fish in the spring while 
running in the rivers. Try jigging with 
yellow lures. Average walleye weighs 
about five pounds. 


REGULATIONS 

Angling Licences: Canadian resident 
sport fishing licence, $3.00 
Non-Canadian licence, $10.00 
No licence required for children under 


16 or adults over 65. 
CATCH AND POSSESSION LIMITS 
Daily maximum Emit Maximum possession limit 
Arctic char + + 4 7 
lake trout + + 3 5 
grayling ++ 5 10 
great northern 
pike ++ 5 10 
walleye 5 10 


All lodges will prepare your fish for 
shipment by air. 


++ Some exceptions in southern 
Northwest Territories waters. See 
Explorers Guide (TravelArctic). 
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Summer Catalogue No. 8005 includes: 


$999 
Atlantic Retreat, 1.7 acres .......... $1,487 
Prairie Homesite, 1 acre ....... ..... $1,996 
N. Brunswick Mini-farm, 5.5 acres $2,499 
Ontario Bush Camp, 40 acres ...... $2,958 
N. Ontario Hunt Land, 160 acres .. $3,399 
Lake Huron Frontage, 6 acres ...... $4,981 


Maritime Cabinsite, 1 acre plus ... 


B.C. Lake Access, 5 acres ............ $5,997 
Kootenay Hide-a-way, 11 acres ... $9,775 
Muskoka Estate, 89 acres .......... $11,866 
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SUITE 482- 85 BLOOR STE, 
TORONTO, ONTARIO, M4W 1B5 
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Regina's 


Formerly the Westward Inn 


1. Spacious, individually clirnate 


controlled guest rooms. 
. Colour cable T.V. 


. Complimentary parking. 

. L'Habitant Steakhouse 
Lounge. 

6. Room service. 


mb WO ND 


. Convenient downtown location. 


and 


7. Pioneer kitchen, family dining 


room. 
. Intimate cocktail lounge. 


fee) 


9. Excellent conference & meeting 


facilities available. 


10. Non-smoking rooms available. 


(A Westwater Hotel) 


Regina's Westwater Inn 
1717 Victoria Ave., Regina 


TO MAKE RESERVATIONS PLEASE CALL: 
Out of town (toll free) 1-800-268-8993 


In town 527-0663 


Telex 071-2350 
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